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Next Steps 

The decommissioning project includes conducting a 
Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) 
using the decision process illustrated on the right. 
The contract for this project requires assessment of 
the site against industrial property use standards 
which is consistent with the historical use of the 
property and land use activities in the area. 

Phase II ESA Vault 1 
Samples from floors and walls were collected and 
analyzed from 50 soil sampling locations and 
2 groundwater sampling locations.  
• Soil concentrations of PCBs exceeded the MOE 

standard at five locations on the walls 
• Petroleum hydrocarbon and volatile organic carbon parameters also exceeded the applicable 

standards in several locations 
• Exceedances appear to be areas where residual vault material remained at the edges 
• No other soil exceedances were identified 
• A remedial action plan has been developed for ministry review 
Groundwater from the manhole in Vault 1 had concentrations of PCBs that exceeded the MOE 
industrial property use standard. A remedial action plan has been developed and is being 
implemented. The plan includes groundwater pumping with 27,000 litres removed and treated 
on-site. Re-sampling of groundwater is underway. 

Phase II ESA Vault 2  
Phase II has been completed and laboratory results are pending. Floors and walls were sampled at 
98 soil sampling locations and 2 groundwater sampling locations. 

Phase II ESA Vaults 3 and 4 and Remainder of the Site 
Phase II activities will proceed in sequence once the vault material has been removed. 

Site Restoration 

The last phase of work involves site restoration. The site will be restored to passive conditions that 
will be suitable for industrial purposes. Site restoration work will start in the fall of 2009 and conclude 
by the spring of 2010. The restoration work will include the following activities: 
 Each vault will be backfilled and compacted to match the surrounding grades 
 The temporary buildings will be dismantled and the site infrastructure will be removed 
 The asphalt surfaces will be removed 
 The on-site monitoring wells will be decommissioned 
 The entire site will be graded to maintain positive drainage to the perimeter swale system and to 

minimize slopes to about a 2% grade 
 Topsoil will be applied across the site and a standard grass seed mixture will be used. 
When the site restoration is complete, it is intended that the final appearance will be a grassed site 
with gentle slopes from the centre of the site out to the perimeter ditches. 
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The operations at the Pottersburg PCB Storage Site Decommissioning Project site have continued over 
the summer months and through early fall. The activities at this stage of the project remain focused on 
excavating the vault contents and removing them from the site for final disposal at a PCB destruction 
facility. Monitoring activities have also been producing data for analyses.  
This newsletter summarizes the activities completed to date, alongside information about project 
activities planned for the remainder of 2009 and into 2010. 

Project Progress 

This project involves removing of PCB-contaminated material securely stored in four vaults at the 
Pottersburg PCB Storage Site. This project must comply with federal government regulations, which 
require PCB waste to be removed from storage facilities by December 31, 2009. The project is on 
schedule to meet this deadline.  

 
The project is now 60% complete and on schedule for vault excavation activities to be completed by the 
end of 2009. 

 

Material Transportation 

Number of Truckloads (as of September 30, 2009)  

Perimeter 73 

Vault 1 361 

Vault 2 798 

Vault 4 322 

Total Loads 1,554 
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Monitoring Program Results 

The project includes stormwater and groundwater monitoring, and on-site and off-site monitoring of 
air and dust. Qualified experts collected data between July 20, 2009 and September 30, 2009. The 
data is now being analyzed and interpreted to confirm that activities meet regulatory operating 
requirements. The results will be documented in our Second Quarterly Monitoring Report, expected 
to be completed in November 2009. 

On-Site Dust Control 
Approximately 4,320 measurements were taken between July 17, 2009 and September 18, 2009. 
There have been no “trigger” events as confirmed by the monitoring program using the contingency 
triggers. All results are below the trigger levels. 

Contingency Trigger Level Number of Samples 
Exceeding Trigger 

Level 1 Exceedance of 300 µg/m3 at Downwind Property Perimeter - If Level 1 is 
detected, background levels will be reviewed to determine if the source is on-site or off-site. If 
the source is on-site, activities will be halted and actions taken to suppress the dust. 

0 

Level 2 Visible Ambient Dust at Property Perimeter - Dust suppression (e.g. additional 
watering) will be implemented immediately, and movement of equipment outside the 
temporary enclosure may be halted. If Level 2 conditions occur inside the temporary 
enclosure, all work will halt and contingency measures will be implemented. 

0 

Dust suppression has been used to mitigate visible dust observed on-site and near the property 
perimeter on 92 days since the start of the project. 

On-Site Groundwater 
Groundwater samples were collected from 16 locations across the site from September 23, 2009 to 
September 25, 2009 as part of the data collection activities for our Second Quarterly Monitoring 
Report. The sampling locations included groundwater wells located next to each of the four vaults. 
Samples collected will be analyzed to assess whether construction activities at this stage of the 
project are influencing groundwater conditions. 

Stormwater 
Stormwater quality is being monitored for Total Suspended Solids (TSS) and for PCBs. Two levels of 
contingency response triggers are being used for this project. 

Contingency Trigger Threshold Project  
Average 

Post Site Set-Up 
Average 

Range of 
Concentrations 

Average TSS not to exceed 40 mg/L 44 mg/L 10 mg/L 4 - 93 mg/L 
Average PCBs not to exceed 0.5 µg/L 0.49 µg/L 0.09 µg/L <0.05 - 2.03 µg/L 

By September 15, 2009, 40 stormwater samples had been collected for analysis. The results indicate 
that stormwater quality is at or below the threshold averages set out in the Certificate of Approval 
issued by the Ministry of the Environment.  

 Off-Site Air and Dust Monitoring for PCBs 
There were 185 air samples and 149 dust samples collected as of September 15, 2009. The results did 
not trigger the need for any of the contingency responses. All results were below the PCB trigger levels.  

Contingency Trigger Level Number of Samples 
Exceeding Trigger 

Any sample that exceeds 80% of the MOE 24-hour limit for PCBs - The MOE will be 
notified, the situation assessed and, if appropriate, measures implemented to confirm 
concentrations do not exceed the 24-hour limit. 

0 

Any sample that exceeds the MOE 24-hour limit for PCBs - The MOE will be notified 
immediately and all work will be halted until the cause can be identified and addressed. 
Samples will be confirmed with the laboratory and reassessed if a cause cannot be identified 
through site activities, and sample handling records. In the unlikely event that a cause cannot 
be determined, a discussion with the MOE will be held to determine a path forward. 

0 

Any sample with an estimated exceedance of the MOE Annual Limit for PCBs - The 
MOE will be notified immediately and all work will be halted. An abatement plan will be 
prepared and submitted to the MOE for approval. 

0 

Off-Site Dust Monitoring 
Off-site dust can be generated from vehicles/roads, industrial operations, open fields and construction 
sites. Dust is monitored on a continuous basis using equipment that provides real time data of Total 
Suspended Particulates (TSP). The MOE project criteria are exceeded when dust is measured above 
80 µg/m3. At these concentrations, dust is visible in the air. 
There were 13,104 TSP (dust) samples collected and analyzed from March 20, 2009 to 
September 18, 2009. Approximately 3% (402 samples) exceeded the visible dust threshold. Only 32% 
of those samples (129 samples) were observed from the monitoring station downwind of the site. By 
comparison, the on-site dust monitoring program has not detected any dust concentrations that have 
exceeded the trigger threshold. 

Trucking Operations Report #2 

At about 1 a.m. on Monday August 31, 2009, a Laidlaw truck was cut off by a passing car near 
Chicoutimi, Quebec. The truck was forced onto the soft shoulder of the road. The soft earth shifted 
causing the truck to tilt on its side. Approximately 5 tonnes of material tipped out of the trailer and 
spilled on the ground. Some diesel lubricant leaked from the truck. 
Incident response procedures were activated. The local police and fire department were dispatched to 
the scene. Representatives from Bennett Environmental called and a Laidlaw representative was 
dispatched to the scene to oversee the cleanup. The disabled truck was secured, the material was 
tarped and the road-side ditches were bermed and dyked. Approximately 4,000 litres of water was 
collected from the ditches and sent for treatment at New Alta’s facility in Chicoutimi. The spilled 
material, some native material and the truckload of material was transferred to two other Laidlaw 
trucks and the shipment was delivered to the Bennett Environmental facility. The truck involved in the 
accident was inspected and cleared for road use and delivered the remaining material in the trailer bed 
to Bennett’s facility.  
Soil and surface water samples were collected from the accident site and the results of the analysis 
are pending. The Quebec Ministry of Sustainable Development, the Environment and Parks will be 
reviewing the results of the analysis and providing direction on further action if required. 
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