64

~ XI. LAND RECLAMATION SUMMARY

Any report on studies of the terrestrial environment of thg
Sudbury area would not be complete without some refereﬁce'éa
the land reclamation activities that have taken place in
recent years. Following the improvement in the local air
quality, as a1ready. described 1in this report, it became
possible to re-establish a vegetation cover on previously
damaged sites. The following synopsis was faken from a
summary report of the land reclamation program prepared by

the Regional Municipality of Sudbury (25).

Large scale land reclamation in the Sudbury area began‘in
1978 using technology developed by Laurentian'University and
by'Inco Ltd. The project Qas carried out under the guidance
of the Vegetation Enhancement Technical Advisory Committee
_ (VETAC) of fhe Regional Municipality..of Sudbury. The VETAC
group consists of volunteer members representing Laurentian
University, the Regional -Municipality, Inco Ltd.,
Falconbridge Ltd., Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources,
Nickel District Conservation Authority, Ontario Ministry of
Northern Affafrs, Sudbury Horticultural Society, area

Municipalities and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment.

Land reclamation activities have been carried out each year
since 1978. Funding was derived from a variety of sources to
employ students and unemployed or laid off workers for nearly
39,000 work weeks over a period of six years. Total cost of

the program 1978 to 1983 amounted to about $12 million.
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The reclamation involved mainly the application of
agricultural limestone to areas which had previously shvown i
enviromental disturbance and loss of vegetation due to
historical, mining-related activities. The 1limestone was
used 'to neutralize soil acidity and render the metals in the
soil Tless toxic to vegetation. The 1liming acti;fity was
followed by application of fertilizer and a grass seed
mixture. A number of smaller projects to monitor the success
of the work, to carry out exper'l'lnenf;a'l' work and to document
the project activities were associated with the overa]'ln

program (Table 62).

To say the least, the reclamation work has been highly
successful in establishing a vegetation cover on over 2,600
ha of treated areas. It has been noted that natural
establishment by native trembling aspen and seedlings of
other tree species is taking place. This growth has been
supplemented with over 850,000 nursery grown trees. The
rec'lamation‘ program has been successful in improving the
visual appearance of the Sudbury area as well as providing
temporary employment and increasing the civic pride of the

citizens in the area.

JJN-30
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